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RIVER BASIN MANAGEMENT (RBM) SCHEME - COMPREHENSIVE ANALYSIS

1. CONTEXT & ADMINISTRATION

Ministry: Union Ministry of Jal Shakti (Department of Water Resources).

Scheme Type: Central Sector Scheme (100% funded by the Central Government).

Implementing Agencies:

. Brahmaputra Board: Focused on flood and erosion control in the North-Eastern states.

. Central Water Commission (CWC): Responsible for project surveys, research, and the preparation
of Detailed Project Reports (DPRs).

. National Water Development Agency (NWDA): Focused on studies regarding the Interlinking
of Rivers (ILR).

2. NEW TIMELINE AND BUDGET (2026-31)

Duration: Approved for continuation during the 16th Finance Commission period (from 2026-27
to 2030-31).

Budget Allocation: 32183 Crore (a significant increase from the previous phase’s allocation of
%1276 Crore).

3. PRIORITY AREAS (GEOGRAPHICAL FOCUS)
The scheme primarily focuses on strategic and difficult terrains:

River Systems: Brahmaputra, Barak, Teesta, and Indus rivers.
Regions: North-East India, Jammu & Kashmir, Ladakh, and Sikkim.
Goal: National water security and management of transboundary river waters.

4. MAJOR OBJECTIVES

Master Plan Preparation: Developing comprehensive plans for the integrated use of surface and
groundwater in river basins.

Interlinking of Rivers: Preparing Pre-Feasibility Reports (PFR) and Detailed Project Reports
(DPR) for river-linking projects.

Flood and Erosion Control: Protecting vulnerable areas, specifically regions like Majuli Island in
Assam, from floods.

Technology Integration: Utilizing GIS, Remote Sensing, LiDAR, and drone-based surveys for
accurate mapping and data collection.

5. STRATEGIC SIGNIFICANCE
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Capacity Building: Providing Central assistance to states with limited technical and financial
resources (such as Mizoram, Manipur, and Nagaland).

Hydro-power and Irrigation: Laying the foundation for future hydropower generation and
expansion of irrigation through the preparation of DPRs.

Environmental Balance: Applying scientific methods to Springshed management and local/ tribal
water conservation practices.

BLACK HOLES IN DWARF GALAXIES: LATEST RESEARCH

1. RESEARCH BACKGROUND

Researchers: K. Aditya and Arun Mangalam from the Indian Institute of Astrophysics (IIA).
Core Focus: A study on the possibility of black holes existing in Dwarf Spheroidal Galaxies
(dSphs) — the smallest galaxies orbiting our Milky Way.

Publication: This research was published in 'The Astrophysical Journal'.

2. KEY FINDINGS

Black Hole Mass - Velocity Relation: In large galaxies, there is a known correlation between the
mass of the central black hole and the velocity of the stars (Stellar Velocity Dispersion) within that
galaxy. This research proves that this rule applies to small galaxies as well.

Mass Limit: The mass of black holes in dwarf galaxies is estimated to be generally less than 1
million solar masses.

Intermediate-Mass Black Holes (IMBH): Scientists believe these galaxies are more likely to house
IMBHs rather than supermassive black holes.

3. THEORETICAL MODELS
Researchers examined three primary processes through which these black holes grow:

. Gas Accretion: Growing up to approximately 1,000 solar masses by absorbing surrounding gases.
. Stellar Capture: Growing up to 10,000 solar masses by capturing nearby stars.

. Tidal Stripping: Large galaxies may have lost their stars due to gravitational interactions with the
Milky Way, eventually shrinking into dwarf galaxies.

4. SIGNIFICANCE AND FUTURE OUTLOOK

Evolution of Galaxies: This study helps in understanding how the first black holes formed during
the early stages of the universe.

Upcoming Projects: Future observations will be enhanced by India’s National Large Optical
Telescope (NLOT) and the international Extremely Large Telescope (ELT).

QUICK EXAM NOTES FOR COMPETITIVE EXAMS
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Uniqueness of Dwarf Spheroidal Galaxies: They are faint, contain very little gas, and are heavily
influenced by Dark Matter.

$M_\bullet - \sigma_*$ Relation: This represents the mathematical relationship between the
black hole mass ($M_\ bullet$) and the stellar velocity dispersion ($\sigma_*$).

ITA (Indian Institute of Astrophysics): An autonomous research institute located in Bengaluru,
functioning under the Department of Science and Technology (DST).

Potential Exam Question: "Which Indian institute conducted the study on the existence of black
holes in the smallest galaxies orbiting the Milky Way?"

Answer: Indian Institute of Astrophysics (IIA).

RS Qarer 2026 (SADHANA SAPTAH): S03P§0F°ED

1. 3D50 0O &L %50 (CONTEXT & PURPOSE)

P80DONS a°&: 30(& HOoE @D BB0( DOA (DBISS, HDF (ARVS) & DI
S0(e36¢5 § T°Y).

©FS0: (DENS &EsHOS DB0HS 2550  (Continuous  Learning) 00039
ROTFOAOIR0 DO 378 HYBIBTS FrNTEY, 00TIGBO0.

DAS E8TR: 90 WIS E6TFN (FASS (TS 956 DIS HE5D TF2es DOOFR)
&S’ 220 DB SIP0T5DE0E.

2. 808 Kegroseen (KEY MILESTONES)

2R §0050: 0370 47 ©E© 1H20eh § S 5en e ) 8.

§%0) H°8: 2.8 S0’ 3.18 §E) § 100 De3OHS0S0mT B ST soN.

@255 DeOHO: KNITED 33 . DO &E5rHEN N0 4 K0 92550 DN
I8 BFX.

Q& §3506S 2300 TASS B8 00 DE' 0T ) 8 BEW DFVYS HY0RS FoSOL.

3. (DBsEehen (SALIENT FEATURES)

®OoSTP e S©R0Y): THDO0 GITOTHOT R0, ((IP0 C 83 D &&siew,
OEBR V)08 S (P55 [T ).

S0rer SOENS DB E: 0T 35300 (DS SO SPROG®, "N (T €950
HOAN BUO TET OFEDH DONLO0NDS SSd (Results-based evaluation) eGSO
©O0QOT.

HOE JNBed: ;LS DOND FNIBen, JrrsSSen HOAN BAAsRS |He
0e3QCNEEL (MPEX, SD0(€8e0) HEE® DQB0TTO (0205 $0 BrDF 0.

www.examchamps.in 3|Page



http://www.examchamps.in/

18 April 2026 Daily Current Affairs | Today’s News for UPSC & Exams (PDF) English |

N
‘ (’}Mfy ExamChamps

4. POBRES HOSW e (TECHNOLOGY & GOVERNANCE)

Al 8050 BRSO rS): 2305 FOIS $GDAANS ROBOBS) §o¥
AN, &E 0 DE3Q 0AD)TNIF T DO .

iGOT 88:BrA FEIER0: (De0H¢ &EsHO g TR0 BErFodoRS & ARLS
TPV T LO° 8 €92350 (D80 288008,

5. 3¢S DO 0hH EAS (CBC) (b

TGS DONES TS (DITETODH IOFOITAE 083 [ B0 HFF DA
2R SANOE NS SO0 FPEOIEIE &2 EMAS SEI (5 FNODOD.

e H8E e 50 855 8Dd3S

030 DSTPEN

585180 D [[DrS D& 2026 (SADHANA Saptah)

oSS B S>3 HDOOR LS (CBCO)

002008 DPEO0 (AR §8283°A (Mission Karmayogi)

©Es0 BrS S8 FOS o0& TS (Role) 8570 O D) S350

Q‘és re T IS\ iGOT (Integrated Government Online Training)

S0P § HeHAE: (20065 50 QY BE.D B0 2,8 'DHANES' (Compulsion) XM SPELOG,
'NIBIEDS Dadleb' (Professional Commitment) M LSS )8 (DO 0. AINID
1025065 5 063 7955 KN S0H.

INDIAAI STARTUPS GLOBAL ACCELERATION PROGRAM (COHORT II)
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1. CONTEXT & PARTNERSHIP

Ministry: Union Ministry of Electronics & IT (MeitY).

Mission: IndiaAl Mission.

International Partners: * Station F (Paris): The world’s largest startup campus.

HEC Paris: A leading business school in Europe.

Core Objective: To enable Indian Al startups to achieve global recognition and assist them in
entering international markets.

2. SELECTED STARTUPS & DOMAINS
For the second cohort, 10 startups were selected. They primarily operate in the following sectors:

Health Tech: Al Smart Stethoscope (Al Health Highway), Mental Health Assistant (Infiheal).
Climate Tech: ESG Compliance Risk Management (GreenFi.ai).

Satellite Intelligence: Earth and Space Monitoring (SkyServe).

Other Sectors: Edutech (InLustro), Manufacturing Compliance (PredCo), Vision Al (Awiros).

3. PROGRAM STRUCTURE

Training: Includes 3 weeks of online training;
Residency: Provides 3 months of hands-on training and networking opportunities in Paris, France.
Benefit: Direct connection with European ecosystem players and international investors.

4. STRATEGIC IMPORTANCE

National AI Strategy: Aligns with the goal of positioning India as a global leader in Artificial
Intelligence (AI).

Startup Financing: This program is implemented under the 'Startup Financing Pillar' of the
IndiaAI Mission.

Responsible AI: Encouraging the development of Trusted & Responsible Al solutions.

QUICK REVISION FOR COMPETITIVE EXAMS

Category Details

Program Name IndiaAl Startups Global Acceleration Program
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Category Details
Nodal Agency MeitY (IndiaAl Mission)
Partner Country France (Station F, HEC Paris)

Number of Startups |[10

Primary Domains Health, Climate, Edutech, Satellite Intelligence

Core Objective Global scale-up of Indian Al Startups

POTENTIAL EXAM QUESTIONS:

. "Which international organizations is the IndiaAl Mission collaborating with for this startup
program?"

(Answer: Station F and HEC Paris)
. "To which sector does 'SkyServe,' one of the recently selected 10 Al startups, belong?"

(Answer: Satellite/Space Monitoring)
NLDSL - MAHARASHTRA AGREEMENT: DIGITALIZATION OF LOGISTICS SECTOR

1. CONTEXT OF THE MOU

Partners: NICDC Logistics Data Services Limited (NLDSL) and the Government of Maharashtra.
Date: April 16, 2026.

Venue: 'Unified Logistics Interface Platform' (ULIP) Workshop, Directorate of Industries
(Maharashtra).

Objective: To digitalize and efficiently manage logistics operations within Maharashtra.
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2. KEY OBJECTIVES

Visibility: Increasing oversight of logistics activities in the state through real-time data.
Coordination: Improving synergy between various government departments.

Support for MSMEs: Addressing the logistics challenges faced by Micro, Small, and Medium
Enterprises (MSMEs) and exporters.

3. KEY DIGITAL INITIATIVES
As part of this agreement, the following digital systems operating through ULIP will be utilized:

Logistics Data Bank (LDB): For tracking the movement of containers.

Koyla Shakti: A smart analytics dashboard related to coal transportation.

Track Your Transport: Monitoring of transport vehicles.

Transport Management System (TMS): Management of transportation operations.

4. WHAT IS ULIP (UNIFIED LOGISTICS INTERFACE PLATFORM)?

It is a single-window digital gateway for logistics.
It integrates 45 systems belonging to 11 Central Ministries via APIs.
Benefits: Reduces transportation costs-and accelerates the movement of goods.

5. RELATED SCHEMES & ORGANIZATIONS

NLDSL: A Joint Venture between India (NICDIT) and Japan (NEC Corporation).

BHAVYA (Bharat Audyogik Vikas Yojana) Scheme: Aims to develop 100 'plug-and-play'
industrial parks across the country (Budget: 33,660 Crore).

PM MITRA: Development of Mega Textile Parks.

Viksit Bharat: These logistics reforms contribute to the goal of transforming India into a developed
nation by 2047.

QUICK EXAM NOTES FOR COMPETITIVE EXAMS

Category Details

State Signing the MoU |Maharashtra

Primary Platform ULIP (Unified Logistics Interface Platform)
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Category Details

Nodal Agency INLDSL

BHAVYA Scheme Goal |Development of 100 Industrial Parks

Primary Benefit Reducing transport costs, boosting exports

Key Note: The primary goal of the National Logistics Policy (NLP) and agreements like this is to
reduce India's logistics cost from its current level to a single digit (8-9%) of the GDP.

FORMER PRIME MINISTER CHANDRA SHEKHAR: POLITICAL LIFE AND LEGACY

1. CENTENARY YEAR (2026)

Context: April 17,2026, marks the beginning of the 100th birth anniversary celebrations of Chandra
Shekhar.

2. POLITICAL CAREER

8th Prime Minister of India: He served as the Prime Minister from November 10, 1990, to June 21,
1991.

The 'Young Turk'": While in the Congress Party, he was famously called a "Young Turk" for his
courageous criticism of the establishment and leadership.

Unique Distinction: He is one of the rare leaders who became the Prime Minister directly without
ever having served as a Union Minister.

Political Party: Samajwadi Janata Party (Rashtriya).

3. HISTORICAL CONTRIBUTIONS & EVENTS

Bharat Yatra (Padayatra): In 1983, he undertook a massive marathon walk (Padayatra) of
approximately 4,260 kilometers from Kanyakumari to Delhi. This journey was instrumental in
understanding the grassroots problems of rural India.

Economic Crisis (1991): During his tenure, India faced a severe balance of payments crisis. He took
the tough decision to pledge Indian gold to meet foreign exchange obligations, which eventually
paved the way for the 1991 LPG (Liberalization, Privatization, and Globalization) reforms.
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The Emergency: Despite being a member of the ruling Congress party during the 1975 Emergency,
he was one of the few leaders who opposed it and was subsequently imprisoned.

4. PERSONALITY AND IDEOLOGY

He was a leader deeply committed to Socialist ideologies.
He is widely known as the "Lion of Ballia" (referring to his birthplace, Ballia, in Uttar Pradesh).

QUICK EXAM NOTES FOR COMPETITIVE EXAMS

Category Details

Prime Ministerial Rank (8th Prime Minister (1990-91)

Famous Sobriquet Young Turk

Notable Journey 'Bharat Yatra' (Padayatra) in 1983
Birthplace Ballia, Uttar Pradesh

Political Ideology Socialist

Key takeaway: Chandra Shekhar is remembered for his unwavering principles, his deep
connection with the common people through his travels, and his ability to lead the nation during
one of its most challenging economic phases.

INDIA-ZAMBIA CRITICAL MINERALS NEGOTIATIONS: CURRENT CHALLENGES

1. BACKGROUND

Objective: Exploration of Cobalt and Copper reserves, which are vital for the Electric Vehicle (EV)
and electronics sectors.
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Allocation: Last year, the Zambian government allocated 9,000 square kilometers of land to India
for mineral exploration.

Progress: A team of Indian geologists conducted preliminary research and collected mineral
samples from the site.

2. CURRENT STALEMATE

Primary Reason: Negotiations have stalled due to a lack of clear assurance from Lusaka (Zambia's
capital) regarding Mining Rights after the exploration phase is completed.

Government Plan: The Indian government intended to involve private sector partners in the
project after three years of exploration, provided that mining rights were guaranteed.

3. SIGNIFICANCE OF MINERALS

Cobalt: Essential for manufacturing Lithium-ion batteries used in EVs and mobile phones.
Copper: Widely used in power generation, electronics, and the construction industry.

4. STRATEGIC SIGNIFICANCE

Mineral Security: Such agreements with African nations are crucial for India to achieve self-
reliance and reduce the dominance of countries like China in the global supply chain.

KABIL (Khanij Bidesh India Ltd): A joint venture company established by India to oversee the
exploration of strategic minerals in foreign countries.

QUICK EXAM NOTES FOR COMPETITIVE EXAMS

Category Details

Target Minerals Copper and Cobalt

Capital of Zambia |Lusaka

Nodal Agency KABIL (Khanij Bidesh India Ltd)
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Category Details

Geographical Term |"Copper Belt" (refers to Zambia and DRC)

Exam Tip: Zambia and the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) are among the world's top
producers of copper and cobalt. This region is strategically referred to as the "Copper Belt."

RESTRICTIONS ON SULFUR EXPORTS: AN ANALYSIS

1. CONTEXT

Proposal: Due to rising domestic sulfur prices and supply chain disruptions, the Central
Government is considering imposing restrictions on sulfur exports.

Reason: Reduced imports from Gulf countries (primarily due to the conflict involving Iran) and a
surge in international prices.

2. GLOBAL & DOMESTIC FACTORS

Conflict in the Middle East: War involving Iran has obstructed the sulfur supply chain from the
Middle East.

China’s Influence: Starting next month, China is also set to impose restrictions on the export of
Sulphuric Acid.

Domestic Demand: Sulfur is essential for fertilizer manufacturing in India. Allowing exports could
lead to a domestic shortage and increase cultivation costs for farmers.

3. SIGNIFICANCE IN AGRICULTURE & INDUSTRY

Ammonium Sulphate: A fertilizer that provides both Nitrogen and Sulfur to crops.

Single Super Phosphate (SSP): A vital fertilizer that supplies Sulfur along with Phosphorus.
Industrial Use: Sulfur is used in the vulcanization of rubber, pharmaceutical manufacturing, and
the production of sulfuric acid.

4. STRATEGIC & ECONOMIC IMPACT

Price Surge: If India halts exports, global market prices for sulfur are likely to rise further.
Food Security: An increase in fertilizer prices leads indirectly to food inflation. Therefore, the
government is leaning toward this decision to protect the interests of farmers.
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QUICK EXAM NOTES FOR COMPETITIVE EXAMS

Category Details

Common Name Brimstone

Essential Nutrients One of the 17 essential plant nutrients

Fertilizer Rank Most used after Nitrogen, Phosphorus, and Potassium (NPK)
Primary Industrial Acid (Sulphuric Acid ($H_250_49%)

Exam Tip: Sulfur is often referred to as "Brimstone." It ranks as the fourth most important nutrient
for plant growth, following the primary macronutrients (NPK). Its availability is critical for
maintaining stable food prices and agricultural productivity.

HUMPBACK WHALE RESCUE OPERATION IN GERMANY

1. BACKGROUND

Event: Scientists and rescue teams have launched a massive operation to save an ailing Humpback
whale that has been repeatedly stranding along the Baltic Sea coast of Germany.

The Issue: Whale stranding is often a critical sign of illness or a disruption in the environmental
balance of the ocean.

2. SOPHISTICATED RESCUE PLAN
To move the massive creature safely, rescuers are employing specialized equipment:

Air Cushions: Used to support the whale's immense weight and lift it gently.

Tarp & Pontoons: The whale is maneuvered onto a heavy-duty tarpaulin (tarp) secured between
two pontoons (floating structures).

Tugboat: Once secured, a powerful tugboat tows the entire assembly toward deeper offshore
waters.
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3. HUMPBACK WHALE - SCIENTIFIC FACTS

Scientific Name: Megaptera novaeangliae.

IUCN Status: Least Concern (though specific regional populations remain endangered).

Key Characteristics: Known for their spectacular breaches, incredibly long migrations, and
complex, haunting whale songs.

4. CAUSES OF WHALE STRANDING
Scientists attribute these tragic events to several factors:

Pollution: Marine debris and plastic ingestion.

Sonar Interference: Noise pollution from ships and military sonar can disrupt their biological
navigation systems.

Climate Change: Shifting ocean temperatures affect prey availability and migratory routes.
Biological Factors: Infections, parasites, or natural old age.

QUICK EXAM NOTES FOR COMPETITIVE EXAMS

Category Details
Location of Event Baltic Sea Coast, Germany
Scientific Name Megaptera novaeangliae

Common Rescue Tools ([Pontoons, Air Cushions, Tugboats

Navigation Disruptor ([Anthropogenic Sonar

Key takeaway: Whale strandings serve as a "canary in the coal mine" for ocean health. While the
rescue in Germany focuses on an individual, the broader scientific goal is to mitigate human-made
threats like sonar and plastic pollution that cause these strandings.

US-CUBA TENSIONS: HISTORICAL AND CURRENT ANALYSIS
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1. CURRENT CONTEXT

Announcement: President Miguel Diaz-Canel has declared that Cuba is "ready" to face a potential
attack from the United States.

Venue: A rally marking the 65th anniversary of the 'Bay of Pigs' invasion held in Havana.
Background: Following the collapse of the Nicolds Maduro government in Venezuela and the
conflict between the US and Iran, Cuba is increasingly concerned about a direct military
intervention.

2. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: THE BAY OF PIGS INVASION (1961)
This is a crucial topic for the 'World History' section of competitive exams:

Date: April 1961.

What was it?: A failed military invasion backed by the US (CIA) to overthrow the Communist
government led by Fidel Castro.

Outcome: The failure strengthened socialist ideology in Cuba and pushed the nation into a much
closer alliance with the Soviet Union.

3. ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL CHALLENGES

Oil Blockade: Following the fall of the Venezuelan administration, the US imposed an oil blockade
on Cuba. This has triggered the most severe energy and economic crisis the island has faced in a
decade.

Ideological Clash: While the US portrays Cuba as a "Failed State," President Diaz-Canel describes
it as a "Besieged State" (a state under siege).

Political Stance: Cuba has clarified that while they are open to talks, they will not compromise or
change their "Socialist" political system.

4. DIPLOMATIC TALKS

Stalled Negotiations: Diplomatic efforts between Washington and Havana to de-escalate tensions
have yet to yield significant results.

Key Figures: Former President Ratl Castro (indirectly) and Colonel Radl Rodriguez Castro are
reportedly involved in these discussions.

Historical Shift: The diplomatic "Rapprochement" initiated under the Obama administration in
2015 was largely reversed during the subsequent Trump administration.

QUICK EXAM NOTES FOR COMPETITIVE EXAMS
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Key Term Description

Miguel Diaz- Current President of Cuba.
Canel

Bay of Pigs

A fail TIA- i i f )
(1961) ailed CIA-backed invasion of Cuba

Fidel Castro Leader of the Cuban Revolution (declared Cuba a Socialist state in 1961).

) A country whose political or economic system has become so weak that the
Failed State ] ]
government is no longer in control.

Capital Havana

Key Takeaway: The relationship remains defined by Cold War-era scars and modern economic
warfare. For Cuba, the anniversary of the Bay of Pigs serves as a symbol of resistance against
foreign intervention.

POPE LEO XIV'S VISIT TO CAMEROON: MESSAGE OF PEACE AND REGIONAL
ANALYSIS

1. CONTEXT OF THE VISIT

Region: Bamenda, a city in Western Cameroon.

Significance: This is the epicenter of one of the world's most neglected separatist conflicts, where
violence has persisted for the past decade.

Key Event: Notably, separatist fighters declared a three-day ceasefire specifically for the Pope's

visit.

2. THE CAMEROON CONFLICT - HISTORICAL ROOTS

This topic is significant for 'World History' and 'Geopolitics' in competitive exams:
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Colonial Background: Following World War I, Cameroon was partitioned between France and
Britain.

Roots of Conflict: The separatism stems from perceived discrimination and power-sharing
disputes between the French-speaking (Francophone) majority and the English-speaking
(Anglophone) minority regions.

3. INTERFAITH PEACE MOVEMENT

Meeting: Pope Leo met with various religious leaders —including the traditional Mankon Chief, a
Presbyterian moderator, an Imam, and a Catholic nun—to discuss peacebuilding.

Message: The Pope strongly condemned the "manipulation of religion" for military or economic
gain.

4. GLOBAL CONTEXT

Critique of Authoritarianism: He expressed deep concern that the Earth is being devastated by a
"handful of tyrants."

Other Conflicts: He criticized religious justifications used in ongoing wars, specifically
mentioning the US-Israel and Iran conflicts.

The Call: He called for a "decisive change of course" away from war and exploitation toward
humanity and peace.

QUICK EXAM NOTES FOR COMPETITIVE EXAMS

Key Term Description

Bamenda The Anglophone (English-speaking) separatist region in Cameroon.

Conflict Type |A separatist movement rooted in linguistic and colonial history.

Papal Message |['Woe to those who manipulate religion" for war or politics.

Mankon A prominent traditional tribe/region in Cameroon.
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EXAM IMPORTANCE:

UPSC GS-I & II: World History (Impact of Colonialism) and International Relations.
APPSC/TSPSC: International Current Affairs.
Banking/SSC: Places in news (Cameroon, Bamenda) and international leaders.

Key Takeaway: Cameroon serves as a prime example of internal civil wars caused by colonial-era
borders in Africa. Here, the linguistic divide between Francophone and Anglophone populations
remains the primary cause of political instability.

N. RAMACHANDRAN (1948 - 2026): AN ANALYSIS OF SPORTS ADMINISTRATION

1. KEY POSITIONS HELD

Indian Olympic Association (IOA): Served as the President from 2014 to 2017. He also previously
held the responsibility of Treasurer.

World Squash Federation (WSF): Elected as President for two consecutive terms, serving from
2008 to 2016.

Squash Rackets Federation of India (SRFI): As the Secretary General, he laid the foundational
stones for the sport of squash in India.

Indian Triathlon Federation: He also served as the CEO of this federation.

2. CONTRIBUTION TO SQUASH

Indian Squash Academy (ISA): Driven by his vision, he established this academy in Chennai in
the year 2000. This initiative transformed Chennai into the hub of squash in the country.
Prominent Athletes: World-class players such as Joshna Chinappa, Dipika Pallikal, and Saurav
Ghosal emerged through the training provided by this academy.

3. AWARDS & RECOGNITIONS
Awards are frequently featured in competitive examinations:

Rashtriya Khel Protsahan Puruskar (2011): Received this award from the Government of India
under the category of 'Establishment and Management of Sports Academies.'

Olympic Order - Silver (2016): The International Olympic Committee (IOC) conferred this
prestigious honor in recognition of his significant contributions to the Olympic movement.

4. PERSONAL BACKGROUND

He was the brother of N. Srinivasan, the former President of the Board of Control for Cricket in
India (BCCI) and former Chairman of the ICC.
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QUICK EXAM NOTES FOR COMPETITIVE EXAMS

Category Details

IOA Presidency 2014 - 2017

WSF Presidency (2008 - 2016

Major Award Olympic Order (Silver) by IOC

Key Contribution (Founded Indian Squash Academy (ISA), Chennai

Key Takeaway: N. Ramachandran is credited with professionalizing squash administration in
India and elevating the sport's profile globally through his leadership at the WSF. He remains one
of the few Indians to lead a major international sports federation for two terms.

INDIAN WRESTLING SENSATION: ABHIMANYOU MANDWAL

1. SPORTS BACKGROUND AND ACHIEVEMENTS

Category: 70 kg Freestyle Wrestling.

Hometown: Shyamsukh Village, Hisar District, Haryana.

Training Center: Chhatrasal Stadium, Delhi (Coach: Lalit Kumar).

Major Achievements:

Asian Champion: Current Asian Champion in the 70 kg category.

Asian Under-23 Champion: Won this title two years ago.

Other Successes: Gold medal at the National Championship and Gold at the Zagreb Open Ranking
Series.

2. INJURY AND REHAB

The Challenge: Missed the 2024 and 2025 World Championships due to a left ankle injury.
Recovery: Underwent rehabilitation at JSW Sports' and returned to the ring with determination
after a year-long hiatus.
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3. MENTORSHIP AND INSPIRATION

Ravi Dahiya: Olympic Silver medalist Ravi Dahiya is his role model and former roommate.
Abhimanyou credits Dahiya’s consistency and mental toughness as his primary inspirations.

4. UPCOMING GOALS

Transition to Olympic Category: Currently competing in 70 kg, Abhimanyou plans to move to the
74 kg Olympic weight category in the future.

Strategic Challenges: With the World Championships (70 kg) and the Asian Games (74 kg)
scheduled closely this year, he is focused on a calculated strategy.

Ultimate Goal: Winning a medal at the 2028 Olympics.

QUICK EXAM NOTES FOR COMPETITIVE EXAMS

Category Details

Athlete Abhimanyou Mandwal
Sport Freestyle Wrestling (70 kg)
Recent

1 ) li ) )
Achievement Gold Medal at the Asian Wrestling Championship

Olympic Target 2028 Los Angeles Olympics

Training Hub Chhatras.al Stadium (Famous for producing champions like Ravi Dahiya
and Sushil Kumar)

Key Takeaway: Abhimanyou Mandwal is one of India's brightest prospects in wrestling. His
transition to the 74 kg category will be crucial for his 2028 Olympic ambitions, as 70 kg is a non-
Olympic weight class.
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ENHANCING UNDERSEA CABLE REPAIR CAPACITY: FINLAND’S DECISION

1. CONTEXT

Country: Finland.

Financial Assistance: Finland has requested 9.55 million Euros ($11.25 million) from the
European Commission to strengthen its undersea (submarine) cable repair capabilities.

Ministry: The announcement was made by the Finnish Ministry of Transport and
Communications.

2. STRATEGIC REASONS

Baltic Sea Tensions: The decision follows frequent damages and disruptions to power and
communication cables in the Baltic Sea region.

Threat of Sabotage: A high alert has been declared due to growing concerns over potential
sabotage (deliberate destruction) targeting critical infrastructure in this region.

Capacity Building: The primary objective of these funds is to acquire the technology and resources
necessary to perform immediate repairs if cable systems are damaged in the future.

3. GEOPOLITICAL SIGNIFICANCE

Role of the EU: The European Union (EU) is allocating funds to ensure the security of critical
infrastructure for its member states.

Undersea Security: In today’s digital age, undersea cables are the lifelines for internet and
electricity supply. Their protection is directly linked to national and international security.

QUICK EXAM NOTES FOR COMPETITIVE EXAMS

Category Details

Requested Amount |9.55 Million Euros ($11.25 Million)

Objective Increasing Undersea Cable Repair Capacity]

Region Baltic Sea
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Category Details

Organization European Commission (EC)

Type of Threat Sabotage / Intentional Destruction

EXAM IMPORTANCE:

UPSC GS-II & III: International Relations, Cyber Security, and Protection of Critical
Infrastructure.

APPSC/TSPSC: International Current Affairs.

Banking/SSC: Countries in the news (Finland), international funding, and economic affairs.

Exam Tip: Following Finland’s recent entry into NATO, the security of its infrastructure in the
Baltic Sea has gained immense international importance. It is worth noting that over 95% of the
world's internet data flows through undersea cables.
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